A concise synthesis of turneforcidine via a metalloiminium ion cyclization terminated by the 2-(methylthio)-3-(trimethylsilyl)-1-propenyl moiety.
A concise synthetic route to racemic turneforcidine (1) is described that relies on the stereocontrolled cyclization of the 2-(methylthio)-3-(trimethylsilyl)-1-propenyl bearing imine 5 in the presence of TiCl(4). Reaction: see text.